
 

  

St. James Lutheran Church  
“In the City for Good”  

Holy Week at St. James 

Sunday, March 24: Palm/Passion Sunday 
9:30am Processional Eucharist 

Scott Baby Shower 

Wednesday, March 27 
Noon Eucharist  

12:45pm Pastor’s Class: From Jesus to Constantine 

Thursday, March 28: Maundy Thursday  
Noon Eucharist 

The Day of Jesus’ Last Supper 

Friday, March 29: Good Friday  
7pm Worship  

The Day of Jesus’ Death 

Saturday, March 30: Holy Saturday  
7pm Worship  

Prayers as Jesus Lies Entombed 

Sunday, March 31: Easter Sunday  
9:30am Easter Festival Worship  

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
10:30am Celebration Coffee Hour Hosted by Council 

Worship & Learning  
In-person: Eucharist 

Sundays at 9:30am 
Sunday School at 11:00am 

Online: Live video 
available Sunday mornings 

www. bit.ly/2MzdcxX 

 
St. James March Jazz 

Vespers 
March 17, 2024 

John Stowell, guitar 

 
Highlights in this Issue: 

 
New Member Welcome,  

page 4 
 

ELCA World Hunger,  
pages 2 & 3 

March 2024 
Newsletter 

$6,040 Already Given for World Hunger  
In the first ten days of our fundraising drive you have already contributed $6,040 to Lutheran 

World Hunger in celebration of their 50th anniversary. Our thanks to our Endowment 
Ministry for their initial gift of $5,000. You are invited to give your gift through April 30th. 
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Wednesday Noon Eucharist and 
Church History 
 
We continue this mid-
week service and study 
in Pioneer Chapel on 
Wednesdays at noon. 
After the 30 minute 
Eucharist service we 
gather for Pastor David’s discussion, 
From Jesus to Constantine: How It All 
Began. How was the Bible compiled? 
Where did we get the creeds? How did a 
small group of Jesus’s disciples become 
a worldwide church of 2 billion?  Join us 
every Wednesday through May 15.  

 
 

 

 “Give us this day our daily bread…” 
                                       -The Lord’s Prayer 

  
 
 
 
 

This year our 40 day season of Lent runs head-long into the 50th anniversary of Lutheran 
World Hunger. At St. James we journey to Easter (March 31) with both reflection and celebration. 
  
REFLECTION:  The cross of Christ can be a mirror. We are honest enough to see our true selves. 
Since Jesus stopped at nothing to love us, how can we better “reflect” that love? Join us for both 
Sunday and Wednesday services during this holy season. 
  
CELEBRATION:  Since 1974 Lutheran Churches in the U.S. have given over $650 million to assist 
the hungry in 64 countries. This is in addition to our 5-day-a-week feeding program near our 
church doors. Before launching into the next 50 years, we pause to “celebrate” and say “Well 
done!” 
  
We move forward by sharing our generosity. We ask you to give a financial gift to St. James  
marked “Hunger.” Our St. James Endowment ministry has already contributed $5,000 to get us 
started. At the end of April, our money will be added to the gifts of the 112 other Lutheran 
(ELCA) churches in Oregon and given to ELCA World Hunger. Jesus’ love on the cross will be 
demonstrated in food and acts of love for those in need worldwide. 
  
As we journey together, Pastor David 

 

Weekly Class Topics 

Mar 6     St. Paul, Marketing Department 

  13  The Exclusive Religion 

  20  The Rise of Christian Anti-Judaism 

  27  (No class due to Holy Week) 

Apr  3  The Myth of Persecution 

  10  62 Christianities. Which One Is  Right? 

  17  3rd Corinthians? What Happened to  It? 

  24  How We Got the New Testament 

May 1  Baptism and Eucharist Take Center Stage 

  8   The Doctrine of the Trinity 

  15  Jesus to Constantine: What We Learned 
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Let’s Give A Gift to World Hunger 
St. James will help celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the ELCA (Lutheran) World Hunger 
Program with a significant donation to their worldwide ministry this spring. Please contribute 
to this gift that already has $5,000. Your gifts will:  
 Provide food for immediate needs in 64 countries  
 Equip communities to foster long-term changes  
 Provide education and quality health care  
 Share sustainable solutions in agriculture 
 Advocate for just laws 
Join us in being part of the story of our next 50 years together – boldly and hopefully pursuing 
God’s promise of a just world where all are fed. You can place cash in the offering plates (one 
near each door), cut a check to “St. James Lutheran Church” with “hunger” in the memo line, 
give electronically, donate a stock gift, or use the QR code at the side. We will send our gift April 
30. Thanks for celebrating 50 years of helping others! 

Spring Bach Cantata Vespers 
Mark your calendars for our Bach Cantata Vespers service on Sunday, 
April 28 at 5pm. The service will feature the St. James Choir, guest 
singers, soloists, organ, and orchestra. Please join us for the service, 
which will be followed by a reception in Pioneer 
Chapel. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Helping the Unsheltered with Food Boxes  
We continue to provide food boxes 5 days a week at 11:30am to those in need 
who gather in the park, just steps from our St. James doors. Join us on 
Tuesdays, March 12 and 26 at 10am in Pioneer Chapel to pack food boxes  
for our houseless neighbors.  

Lutheran Collegiate Choirs Reign Supreme! 
CollegeRank.net recently published their list of the 20 most 
impressive college choirs in the nation and ranked 2 ELCA-affiliated 
choirs in their top 3! Pacific Lutheran University’s Choir of the West 
was ranked 2nd in the nation and the St. Olaf College Choir was 
ranked 3rd. The rankings are based on an evaluation of competition 
results, world rankings, touring, historical significance, performing 
schedule, and audition competitiveness. Congrats to PLU and St. Olaf! 

Contact us at: 
St. James Lutheran Church  
1315 SW Park Ave 
Portland, OR 97201  
Office Hours: 7:30am-3pm 

503-227-2439 
office@stjamespdx.org 

Newsletter Production: Parker Brocker-Knapp 
Newsletter Editor: Kathleen McDonald 

 

 

 

Your St. James Leaders 
At their February meeting, our St. James Council elected 
officers to serve on your behalf. Installation will be on 
March 10. Congratulations to: 

 President   - Sue Hammond 
 Vice-President - David Scott 
 Treasurer   - Esther Portnoy 
 Secretary   - Leigh Nelson  
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St.  James Welcomes Six New Members  

Sunday, March 3 

We are delighted to receive these six new members on Sunday, March 3. They will be 

introduced in worship and you can greet them at the reception following. 

Caryn Albrecht 

Caryn was raised in California and now lives two blocks from St. James.     

She is a retired high school math teacher and has three grown children.     

We receive her by transfer from Faith Lutheran Church in Chico, California.  

 

Penny Curtiss 

Penny grew up near the St. John’s Bridge in North Portland and attended 

Madison High School. She is active with our ministry to the houseless. She 

has a 30 year old daughter and is a grandmother. She lives three blocks 

from St. James.  

Jeff Rhoades & Nick Herrick-Rhoades 

Jeff and Nick were married at St. James in June of 2021 (on one of the 

hottest days in Portland history). Jeff works in property management 

and Nick is with the Providence Medical system. They have worshipped 

with us for a number of years and now become official members.  

 

 

 

Cassandra Hackett  

Cassandra moved to Portland from Reno three years ago. She was 

invited to St. James by Scott Swope of our choir at a musical event in 

the community. She speaks a number of languages and has taught 

English in Vietnam. She recently moved from downtown to the East 

side of Portland.  

Theodore Allen Johnson  

Theodore is the infant son of Andy and Michelle Johnson and the grandchild of St. James 

members Rocky and Sue Johnson. He will be received by Holy Baptism this spring in our 

sanctuary.  
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February Council Highlights 

Election of Officers: None of the 2023 officers were eligible for re-election to current 
positions. Carl Cottingham called for nominations, and in each case only one candidate was 
nominated. Newly elected officers are: President: Sue Hammond, Vice President: David Scott, 
Treasurer: Esther Portnoy, Secretary: Leigh Nelson. Pastor Knapp thanked Carl and Kathleen, 
who are leaving Council, for their years of service and welcomed new Council members 
Gretchen Rogers and Matt Duskin. Treasurer's Report: Outgoing treasurer David Scott 
reported the highest January congregational giving since 2020. Together with other sources, 
this made January income right on target for the annual budget. Expenses were generally in 
line with budget. Pastor's Report: Pastor shared copies of the annual Congregational Report to 
the ELCA. At least six new members will be welcomed on March 3 bringing our official 
membership close to 200. ELCA World Hunger is celebrating its 50th anniversary, and has 
requested donations from all congregations. The St. James Endowment committee gave the 
first $5000. Council approved unanimously by evote. President's Report: Council will 
provide hospitality for the coffee hour on Easter (March 31 this year). Committee Reports: St. 
James Housing Chair Sue Hammond reported there is a serious problem with vagrancy and 
drug use in the neighborhood. Cambridge RE Services (managing the apartments), St. James, 
and the city continue to work on this. Pastor Knapp stressed that he is impressed with the 
progress that has been made recently. A group of parents of the children in CDC has offered to 
pay for a month of security, with the school entrance area monitored for several hours.        
New Business: Midweek Eucharist resumes tomorrow (Feb 21), followed by a study of 
early church history (Jesus to Constantine), Wednesdays through May 15.  

Fruit of the Vine 
64 people joined us for an exciting wine experience in Pioneer Chapel on 
February 25 after worship. Our thanks to Barry and Carole Ann Rogge 
for leading us in this showcase of Archery Summit wines. Your gifts of 
$680 went to Lutheran World Relief.  
 

St. James Child Development Center 
We had a February full of love and learning at St. James CDC! Classrooms 
were busy this past month with their Creative Curriculum Learning Stud-
ies. Some of the study themes were: Simple Machines, Ramps and Tun-
nels, 100 Days of School, and Transportation. Classrooms also enjoyed 
getting out into the community on field trips to the Portland Aerial Tram, 
the Robertson Tunnel, and throughout the South Park Blocks. The whole  
building felt the love in February with special Valentine’s Day celebrations 
in classrooms.     -Patrick Earnest, CDC Director 

 
Congratulations to Albert Alter! 
Albert (husband of St. James member Sue McBerry) was recently awarded the 
2024 Impact Award by Young Audiences of Oregon & SW Washington. Albert 
received the award in recognition of his continued work helping students dis-
cover and explore the role of art and science in their lives.  
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March 2024 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
 

2 
 
9:30am 
Contemplative 
Prayer (Zoom) 

3 
Third Sunday in Lent 
 
9:30am Eucharist  
 
10:30am Coffee  
Reception 
 
11am Open Space 
 

New Members 
Welcomed 

4 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
 

5 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
 

6 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8:30am Centering Prayer 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
Noon Eucharist  
 
12:45pm  Pastor’s Class 
 
 

7 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8am ESL Class 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
7:15pm Choir  

8 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 

 
 

19 
 
 
 

10 

Fourth Sunday in 
Lent  

 
9:30am Eucharist  
 

Council Installation 
 
10:30am Coffee Hour 
 
11am Open Space 

11 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
 

12 
 

8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
 

13 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8:30am Centering Prayer 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
Noon Eucharist  
 
12:45pm  Pastor’s Class 
 

14 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8am ESL Class 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
7:15pm Choir  
 

 

15 
 

8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 

16 
 
9:30am 
Contemplative 
Prayer (Zoom) 
 
 

17 
Fifth Sunday in Lent  

 
9:30am Eucharist 
 
10:30am Coffee Hour 
 
10:50 am Endowment 
Meeting 
 
11am Open Space 
 
4:50pm Jazz Vespers 
  
6pm Artist Reception  

18 
 

8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
 

19 
 

8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
7pm Council Meeting  
 
 

20 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8:30am Centering Prayer 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
Noon Eucharist  
 
12:45pm  Pastor’s Class 
 
 

21 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8am ESL Class 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
7:15pm Choir  

22 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 

23 

24 
Palm/Passion 

Sunday 
 

9:30am 
Processional 
Eucharist 
  
10:30am Coffee Hour 
 

Scott Baby Shower 
  

25 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
 

26 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
7pm Book Club  

27 
 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8:30am Centering Prayer 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
Noon Eucharist 
 
 

28 
Maundy Thursday 

 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
8am ESL Class 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
Noon Eucharist  
 

29 
Good Friday 

 
8am Preschool CDC 
 
11:30am Feeding the 
Houseless 
 
7pm Worship 

30 
Holy Saturday 

 
7pm Worship 

31 
Easter Sunday 

 
9:30am Easter 
Festival Eucharist  
 
10:30am Coffee Hour 
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             St. James Ministries and Groups 

Contemplative Prayer 
You are invited to consider a contemplative practice with the Contemplative 
Prayer group who gather via Zoom to pray, learn, and share through silence 
and breath prayer. Participants often find that it is in the stillness and the 
silence of meditation that they become centered in the presence of God and 
become more open to the work of the Spirit within. Contact Susan McBerry 
for the Zoom link. Meetings are the first and third Saturdays of the month from 9:30-11am.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 17 Jazz Vespers featuring John Stowell, guitar 
Jazz Vespers is held every 3rd Sunday at 4:50pm. In February, 132 
people gathered for Jazz Vespers. We were pleased to be a venue for 
the Portland Jazz Festival. KOIN News ran the story.  
 
Our next Jazz Vespers is Sunday, March 17 at 4:50pm, and will 
feature John Stowell on guitar.  John is a favorite at St. James, and can 
be heard on both the Jazz Vespers CD's. He began his successful 
career in the 1970's, forming a prolific duo with bassist David 
Friesen. In 1983, John and David joined flutist Paul Horn for a 

historic tour of the Soviet Union. This was the first time in forty years that an American jazz 
group had been invited to play public performances in Russia. John frequently returned to 
Russia to perform throughout the 1990’s and 2000’s. His two sold-out performances in Kursk 
may have been the first appearances there by an American jazz musician. John continues to 
tour, record, and teach internationally. He has been Artist-In-Residence at schools in Germany, 
Indonesia, Argentina, and in the United States and Canada. Join us for Jazz Vespers on March 17 
for a creative blend of music and worship. See you there! 

St. James Visual Arts Group: Joel Nickel 
In March, the Visual Arts Group is proud to present paintings by Joel Nickel. 
He has exhibited with us for many years, always producing colorful abstract 
paintings. Joel has said that he tries to paint within a spiritual dimension 
that connects with the experiences of life through values of color and tension 
between abstract shapes and forms. A reception will be held on March 17 for 
you to meet and hear him speak about his art at 6pm just after the Jazz 
Vesper Service.  

Open Space Class 
Join us for an exciting series of Open Spaces Sundays this March at 11am! 

 

March 3: ELCA World Hunger Relief Drive Presentation 

March 10: Wealth Redistribution for Housing Justice in Portland  

March 17: ELCA Statement on Civic Engagement and Faith  

March 24: Scott Baby Shower 

March 31:  Easter Festival Coffee Hour 
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Caring For Creation: “Nearly Half of the 
World’s Migratory Species Are in Decline”  

 
Nearly half of the world’s migratory species are in 
decline, according to a new United Nations report 
released Monday. Many songbirds, sea turtles, sharks 
and other migratory animals move to different environments with changing seasons and are 
imperiled by habitat loss, illegal hunting and fishing, pollution and climate change. 
 
About 44% of migratory species worldwide are declining in population, the report found.  More 
than a fifth of the nearly 1,200 species monitored by the U.N. are threatened with extinction. 
“These are species that move around the globe. They move to feed and breed and also need 
stopover sites along the way,” said Kelly Matsch, lead author of the report released at a U.N. 
Wildlife Conference in Samarkand, Uzbekistan. Habitat loss or other threats at any point in their 
journey can lead to dwindling populations. 

 

 
 

Book Club 
This month the book club will read Tananarive Due's The Black Rose: The Dramatic 
Story of Madam C.J. Walker, America's First Black Female Millionaire. Their 
meeting will be held on March 26. Contact Linda Rickert for more information! 

 
Our Downtown Ministry 
On February 20 our Council was updated as to the many ways St. James 
is working to care for those on our streets AND keep our sidewalks safe. 
Our staff connects with the City of Portland daily. Over the past month 
camping on the sidewalks, drug abuse and trash have all been reduced. 
Here are a few updates on our ongoing efforts: 
 Our school parents paying for a security guard morning and afternoon 
 More frequent police presence and additional interaction with city 

social workers  
 Proposed Clean and Safe cleaning area from Park Ave to 405 freeway 
 Rapid Response sanitizing the entire block weekly (pictured) 
 Our St. James Apartment installing security gates and more litter pickups 
 Interestingly, our 5-days-a-week feeding is utilized by a different group of those in need 
 

E-GIVING IS LIVE AT ST. JAMES! 
Open the camera on your smartphone and direct it to the image to the left. 
It will take you to the e-giving page: stjamespdx.org/e-giving. You can also 
access the page from any internet enabled device (desktop/laptop 
computer, tablet, phone, etc.). You can also give using the Vanco Mobile 
app. If you have issues accessing your account in the new app contact 
Karin at karinh@stjamespdx.org. 

 

(Excerpts from a February 12 publication of Time Magazine) 

-submitted by Doris Nielsen  

 

 

mailto:karinh@stjamespdx.org
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March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Sunday Refreshment Hosts and Altar Flower Sponsors 
COFFEE HOUR: Will you sponsor a Sunday coffee hour? Coffee hours help to build 
community and connections in our congregation. We always appreciate contributions. It’s an 
easy and a fun way to get to know members.  
FLOWERS: If you would like to contribute flowers to Sunday Worship, please add your 
name to the sign-up sheet in the hallway. Another option for those short on time would be to 
provide flowers or cash to Judith Smith, who is happy to arrange a bouquet on your behalf!  

In Our Prayers  
We ask God’s healing for Sandra Arbaugh, Joel Davis, Rose Clementi, Bruce 
Richards, Gavin Morisada, Paul Matson, Peter Kim, Amy Manning, Barbara Roady, 
Gail Koester, Granny Lee, Lynn Strand, David Rutlen, Rick Mower, and Gretchen 
Rodgers (whose 99 year old mother Ruth is healing). We remember St. James 
member Robert May who died on Sunday, January 28.  

 

  COFFEE  FLOWERS  

March 3  Group of Scholars   No Flowers (Lent)  

March 10  Mandy Ellertson  No Flowers (Lent)  

March17  Charlotte Cook  No Flowers (Lent)  

March 24  Altar Guild  Altar Guild   

March 31 (Easter Sunday)  Council  OPEN  

Lori Metz 3/1 
Judy Andersen 3/2 
Melody Driscoll  3/3 
Neil Jorgenson 3/3 
Hunter Nelson 3/3 
Caitlin Stave 3/6 

Cathie Coffman  3/7 

Brooke Mott 3/7 
Darwin Isensee 3/8 

Shirley Roggen  3/8 
Eric Deitrick  3/10 
Robert Larson 3/10 

Matt Duskin 3/11 
Charles & Chelsea Ellertson 3/14 

Max Kirkeberg  3/14 
Benjamin Rhodes 3/15 
Joel Davis 3/16 
Eric Myers 3/19 
Barbara Roady 3/19 
Lydia Holden  3/20 
David Knapp 3/20 
Megan Myers 3/23 
Shelley Immel  3/28 
Susan Hammond 3/29 
Rebecca Bolt  3/30 
Robert Bolt 3/30 
Shea Myers  3/31 
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1315 SW Park Ave 

Portland, OR 97201 

www.stjamespdx.org 

Office Hours: 7:30am-2pm 

Tel: 503.227.2439 

Fax: 503.227.0856 
 

St. James Lutheran Church 
1315 SW Park Ave 
Portland OR 97201 

STAFF            EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Full Time:  

David Knapp, Pastor             Sue Hammond, President 

Patrick Earnest, Director, Child Dev. Center     David Scott , Vice President 

Part Time:                 Leigh Nelson, Secretary 

Karin Hatch, Parish Administrator         Esther Portnoy, Treasurer   

Sharon Kurtz, Bookkeeper 

Parker Brocker-Knapp, Administrative Assistant 

Colin Stave, Director of Music Ministry  

Mike Horsfall, Director of Jazz Ministry 

 

St. James shares God’s inclusive and 
eternal love with everyone 


