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The summer time should be a time of 

vacation, repose, and dallying.  For some 

of you, that may be the case.  For some 

is us, it may be a òmixedó time.  For Nan-

cy Nickel, Minister of Music, on sabbati-

cal until mid-October, there will be travel 

and refreshment ð but a little concertiz-

ing tour in France (no pressure there!).   

Meanwhile back at the ranch here at St. 

James, the kids of the CDC continue to 

surge through the building from morning 

to late afternoon; the indefatigable teach-

ers mindful, upbeat, and watchful ð even 

if the outside and inside temperatures in 

this pre-AC building reach into the upper 80õs.  Larry Larsen continues 

his vigilant duties, glad that the boiler is shut down and attendant to a 

number of seasonal maintenance aches and pains. 

We have personnel changes, which followed the creation of new job 

descriptions meant to answer the changes in building use and program 

expansion here:  Rhonda Fessler, who saw the front office through a 

succession of pastors, interims, and a mini-generation of CDC kids, 

concluded her time with us in mid-July.  Pastor David Zellmer will over-

see scheduling, bulletin and communications; Chelsea Standley, married 

here earlier this year, will serve the front desk and assist Larry Larsen 

in the regular pattern of set-ups and take-downs. 

Your church council and committee people will be engaged in regulariz-

ing program life and growing into the patterns of the comprehensive 

strategic plan, adopted this past month during a congregational meeting.  

We stand at the threshold of a series of important moments in the his-

tory of the congregation, nearing our 125th anniversary:  candid discus-

sions about physical plant maintenance, refinancing of the St. James 

Apartments, renewed conversations about financial and programmatic 

stewardship.  Your pastor and council members ask for your attention 

and your patience as new life emerged from these old stones! 
Contõd on page 14 

Worship Schedule:  

Sunday, 9:30 am, Wor-

ship w/Holy Commun-
ion  

 

Mid-Week Eucharist  

12pm Wednesdays  

 

Monthly Jazz Vespers  

Sunday, August 16, 5pm  

With Jazz  Vocalist Mar-

ilyn Keller .   
 

Artists of the 

Month:   

St. James Artists  

See page  10 for  

more 

details  
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Church  Counc i l   H igh l igh ts : Ju ly  2015  

Contact us at:  
1315 SW Park Ave  
Portland, Or 97201  

 503 -227 -2439  
 FAX 503 -227 -0856  
 Info725@stjamespdx.org  

Call to Order: Kathleen McDonald called the meeting to order at 7:09 pm. 

Present: Pastor Andersen, Kathleen McDonald, Larry Larsen, Charlotte Cook, Willard Kniep, Judy 

Juul, Becky Bolt, Kristine Almquist, Karin Hatch, Scott Ellertson 

Absent: Matthew Schobert, Craig Gerke, Dennis Roggen 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Andersen opened the meeting with prayer. 

Open Communication: Guests/Visitors  

Seismic Study: Don Nielsen and Jack Hammond presented the information. The cost for the seismic 

retrofit is estimated at $3 million though that estimate does not include any other potential up-

grades or the removal of hazardous material. A hazardous materials study is needed before any fur-

ther steps can be taken. Open Space sessions will be scheduled to discuss progress and proposals. 

June Meeting Minutes: Becky Bolt moved to accept the June minutes. Charlotte Cook seconded 

and the motion was accepted. 

Treasurerõs Report: Scott Ellertson presented the treasurerõs report and noted that there was 

not much net positive from the previous month though part of that was due to the payment 

schedule. It was also noted that giving in June 2015 was about $5,000 less than giving in June 2014, 

but was still above average. June 2014 was a highly abnormal month. It was requested to add the 

giving chart to the treasurerõs report summary. Charlotte Cook moved to accept the treasurerõs 

report. Willard Kniep seconded and the motion was approved. 

Strategic Plan/New Task Force: The strategic plan was accepted unanimously at the congrega-

tional meeting. A wording change was proposed to the Finance Initiative Task 4 for clarification (to 

make reference to the Articles and Association of the Endowment Board). Becky Bolt moved to 

accept the proposed change. Charlotte Cook seconded and the motion was approved. The need 

for a council appointed governance task force was discussed. 

Pastorõs Report: Pastor Andersen presented his report. A Roman Catholic community will be us-

ing the sanctuary for their daily mass while they are displaced from their building due to seismic 

upgrades. Utility and janitorial costs will be shared as appropriate. It was also noted that Music Min-

ister Nancy Nickel has begun her sabbatical and we are lucky to have Dr. John Strege to fill in while 

she is away. 

CDC Report: Kathleen McDonald presented the CDC report. Significant water damage was sus-

tained by the infant center fur to an accidental sprinkler discharge in a unit of the St. James Apart-

ments. The repair work was commissioned and done. There were some additional water problems 

in the infant center due to a leaking air conditioner and a backed up pipe, but those problems were 

immediately resolved. 

Presidentõs Report: Kathleen McDonald presented her report. It was noted that July 16th was 

the last day of former church receptionist Rhonda Fessler and the new receptionist, Chelsea Stand-

ley, will start in August. 

Committee Reports: Endowment Committee: $1700 was proposed for Sarah Nelson to tran-

scribe the historical St. James sacramental records. Currently they are all handwritten and there are  

 

 

Contõd. on page 15 
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Worsh ip  and  Mus ic  

 Jazz Vespers - Sunday,  August 16 5pm  

in the Courtyard  
Marilyn Keller nearly brought the house down when she performed at 

the January Jazz Vesper.  Her soulful sound is flawless and emotional 

and she brings listeners into the heart of the music.  Marilyn performs 

around the world and has just returned from a tour in Australia. She 

has also performed as the featured artist throughout Europe, Scandina-

via and the United Kingdom.  Her magical voice can be heard on multi-

ple recordings, movie sound tracks, commercials, documentary narra-

tives and demos.  Marilyn's formative jazz training was as a member of 

the Mt. Hood Com-munity College Vocal Jazz Ensemble and as the vo-

calist fronting the award-winning MHCC Jazz Lab Band. Marilyn joined the noted Black Swan 

Classic Jazz Band in 1997, quickly establishing a loyal following in the Dixieland and Ragtime sce-

ne. She is featured at the Jazz Worship Service at Augustana Lutheran Church every Sunday and 

can be seen frequently at restaurants, clubs, festivals and holiday events throughout the Pacific 

Northwest.If you missed Marilyn in January donõt miss her again as her music soars in our Court-

yard.  

Music begins with jazz standards at 4:50 pm with Mike Horsfall (piano), Laurent Nickel (bass), and 

Valarie Brown (vocalist).  Free will offering.  Bring a friend!. 

 

4X4 Plusó Concerts on 4 Fridays in August at St. James  

The summer concert series at St. James Lutheran Church in downtown Portland continues for an 

eleventh year with recitals by two piano duet teams framing two solo organ recitals.  On Friday, 

August 7th perennial favorites Angela Carlson and Rebecca Jeffers from the Oregon State Uni-

versity music faculty will play their specialty: music for one piano, four hands.  Organist Hannah 

Brewer follows on Friday August 14th with a mixed program for what Bach called òThe King 

of Instruments.ó  On Friday August 21 Walter Krueger will share 

some of the organ music he recently played in Europe.  Finally, a new 

and exciting team of local piano duetists will close the series on  Fri-

day August 28th.  The Digitus Duo consists of two graduates of the 

New England Conservatory of Music, pianists Maria Garcia and Momo-

ko Muramatsu, who have arrived in Portland after some successful 

years in New York City.  All concerts start at 12:10 and finish before 1 

PM.  Free will donation at the door.           
                                                                                     

2015-16 Bach Vesper   

 

We are looking forward to the upcoming season (our 11th!) launching on 

October 25 with Cantata 51 (Jauchzet Gott in allen Landen!ó  (Praise God 

in all nations!). Featured musicians will be Jeffrey Work, principal trumpet of 

the Oregon Symphony and soprano Christine Welch-Elder.  The cantata was 

selected to celebrate the 125th anniversary year of St. James Church.  
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Happy Summer from St. James Child Development Center!  

We have had an exciting month at our school.  A few weeks ago, we 

experienced extensive water damage in the infant center, due to an 

accidental fire sprinkler discharge in an apartment above the space.  $23,000 

of emergency repairs have been completed, and insurance companies just 

approved an additional $82,000 in additional repairs to restore the space.  

Kennedy Restoration is the company selected to complete the work, and 

have been a joy to work with thus far. 

We were excited to host the Harvest for 

Healthy Kids workshop, open to not only our own teachers, but 

early childhood educators in our community.  We were able to 

offer this training at no cost to participants, thanks to support 

funds from the ELCA Creative Ministry Grant.  We welcomed 

thirty attendees to the two hour training in Pioneer Chapel 

(right) , where participants  learned about how to give children the 

best experience shopping at local farmerõs markets.  They also 

learned how to bring back items from the market, to incorporate 

in to learning experiences in the classrooms.  There were several opportunities for hands on 

experiences, cooking demos, and more!  This was the first training St. James Child Development 

Center has hosted in more than fifteen years.  We were excited to show our recommitment to 

being a pillar of the downtown childcare community. 

The Child Development Center is operating at capacity, with 130 children currently enrolled, serving 

105 families with high quality childcare.  Also worth noting is that we provide employment for 44 

teachers and support staff, many of whom are primary wage earners for their families. 

Looking forward to more love and learning! 

 

Patrick Earnest, 

CDC Director 

 

Child Development Center News  

Time for a Picnic! The hottest day of the year didnõt bother the Toddle Threes when they held 
a Teddy Bear Picnic in the Courtyard.  Even the furry bears were cool.  
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Saints of the Month contõd. from page 5 

August 19 Bernard of Clairvaux (+1153)  
Born at Fontaines, near Dijon, he was educated by secular 

canons.  As a young man he was known for his charm, wit, 

learning and eloquence.  At the age of twenty-two, he joined 

thirty-one companions and attached himself to the impover-

ished monastery of Citeaux.  Under his leadership, the com-

munity flourished, and Bernard began a series of far-reaching 

reforms, created the Cistercian Order.  He became active as a 

mediator and partisan for the Papacy, joining the struggle 

against schisms in the church and political meddling in affairs 

of the church.  On the flip side, he disastrously advocated for 

the ill-fated Second Crusade to the Holy Land.  Many of his 

writings and sermon series have been preserved, some of 

which have become spiritual classics.  Luther and Calvin drew from his work, especially concerning 

doctrines of imputed righteousness and the òfaith aloneó (sola fide) primacy.  Bernard, while deeply 

devoted to Mary, was skeptical of the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception.   At his death, the 

Cistercian Order numbered over 400 houses throughout Europe, and their influence on church life 

was enormous. 

 

August 26  Beheading of John the Baptist  

 

Johnõs familial relationship to Jesus, Johnõs preaching and baptismal ministries are drawn 

in each of the four gospels.  His lifestyle closely re-

sembled that the of Hebrew Testament prophets; 

his message of repentance and preparation for the 

coming of the Messiah were essential attributes.  

The gospel  writers drew careful distinction be-

tween Johnõs ministry and the salvific ministry of 

Jesus.  John famously denounced the incestuous 

union of Herod Antipas with his niece and broth-

erõs wife, Herodias, and was imprisoned for doing 

so.  John was executed without trial as the result 

of a conspiracy by Herodias, involving her daugh-

ter Salome.  Johnõs head was presented to Salome, 

who passed it on to her mother.  Various relics of 

Johnõs head are claimed in Rome and elsewhere ð 

none of them likely authentic.  Johnõs principal 

feast day ð June 24th ð is calculated to be just six 

months before the birth of Jesus :  an interesting 

coincidence, or a calculated event. 

 


